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Abstract 
Stunningly beautiful, ecologically unique, and rich in natural resources, the Traditional Territory of the 
Lil'wat Nation has provided a home to the Lil’wat people since time immemorial.  The presence of both 
coastal and interior influences in the Territory is reflected in the diversity of plant and animal species, and 
the rich cultural history that exists across the land.  However, many of the resources that have provided 
for this community have also garnered tremendous interest from industry and other forces in the past 
century.  In the recent past, the Territory has been the focus of intensive resource extraction and other 
economic activities that rely on the natural landscape. Some of these activities are concentrated in the 
tourist destination of Whistler, while other more dispersed activities include commercial recreation, 
logging, mineral exploration, and hydroelectric power projects.  In the past, the Lil’wat community has 
made headlines through their aggressive opposition to specific developments, particularly in the form of 
road blockades.  With the growing level of economic development interest in the Territory, Lil’wat 
decision-makers are often forced to balance cultural, environmental, and economic interests.  As a 
proactive step in 2005, the leadership of Lil'wat Nation supported a community-based, territory-wide land 
use planning process for Lil'wat traditional territory.  The resulting Phase 1 Lil'wat Land Use Plan (LLUP) 
serves as a strategic level planning tool to guide future use of the territory, and describes the Lil’wat 
relationship to the land, resources, and their neighbours.  This presentation will briefly outline the process 
that was undertaken to develop the Phase 1 Lil'wat Land Use Plan, and describe the key components of 
the document.  The presentation will also describe the negotiations with the Province of British Columbia 
that followed the completion of the plan, focused on integrating components of the LLUP with the 
provincially-led Sea to Sky Land and Resource Management Plan.  The discussion will discuss the 
positive aspects of the planning process, as well as the challenges and lessons learned throughout.  The 
Land Summit, in May 2009, will occur one year after the signing of the Land Use Planning Agreement 
between the Province of British Columbia and the Lil'wat Nation.  The presentation will discuss the gains 
made by the Lil'wat Nation since the signing and the opportunities that have arisen, but will also highlight 
the elements that may not be proceeding as planned.  The presentation will discuss the benefits of 
positive Lil'wat engagement for all people in the region, and describe the initiatives that are being 
undertaken by the Lil’wat Nation to build relationships with their aboriginal and non-aboriginal neighbors.  
With the Land Summit being held in Lil'wat Nation Traditional Territory, less than a year before the 2010 
Olympics, there is no better time to share the steps that have been and continue to be taken by 
community leaders to move the Lil’wat Nation in a positive direction.  
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Abstract 
In 2008, the partnership of the Resort Municipality of Whistler (RMOW), Squamish Nation and Lil’wat 
Nation submitted their application to receive a community forest tenure from the Ministry of Forests and 
Range. With the 2010 Olympic Games, the two First Nations and the RMOW find themselves becoming 
more involved in a variety of initiatives that are building understanding between the communities. The 
community forest venture provides an opportunity to co-manage a shared land base in line with local 
cultural and sustainability values. It is an ongoing learning process that is allowing the communities to 
explore alternate methods for harvesting wood, managing non-timber forest products, and protecting 
important ecosystems, while incorporating cultural and recreational objectives. A fundamental goal of the 
Cheakamus Community Forest is to manage the land in accordance with the best current thinking for 
Ecosystem Based Management (EBM). In British Columbia, EBM was pioneered a decade ago for 
coastal forests in Clayoquot Sound under the Clayoquot Sound Science Panel Recommendations. The 
Whistler EBM strategy has been developed to be consistent with, and supported by, the Lil’Wat Land Use 
Plan; Squamish Land Use Plan, Whistler2020 Vision, and the Sea-to-Sky Land and Resource 
Management Plan.  EBM is defined as “an adaptive management approach to managing human activities 
that seeks to ensure the coexistence of healthy, fully functioning ecosystems and human communities”. 
An important new concept in this definition is the direct connection between ecological function and 
human well-being, while the inclusion of the term “fully functioning ecosystem” is a subtle, yet markedly 
important departure from standard forest industry practices in B.C. The Cheakamus Community Forest 
takes a broad, holistic approach to EBM, which includes consideration of land management beyond 
forestry, and it is intended that the principles and criteria within the Cheakamus Community Forest EBM 
plan will be applied to all developments with in the boundary. 
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